This talk about unity is as old as the hills. At first the
unity was to come at the political Ievel. And so the Federation
was born. Now that the Federation is dead, unilyishbeuuﬂ’
ed at the economic level.

But this is also nothing new. Before the Federation came
into being, there was talk of a Caribbean Customs Union. In
the late 1940’s, Guyana exaressed serious reservations about
Mmrﬂmﬁmbﬂmwﬂmmmm&amcuﬂom
Union. Thhﬂahawever was rejected by the Caribbean
territories,

Now it seems that union is to be approacled at the lowest
economic level In a free trade area, there is free movement of
goods within the. area, but each territory maintains its own
tariff with the outside. Under the Customs Union, goods move
freely within the area and all the territories have a common
tariff against outsiders.

Unity Is essential. But very little will come out of this
attempt, limited as it is to Guyana, Barbados and Antigua.
Indeed, there is hardly any economie justification for a free
trade area between these countries. There is very litile exchange
of goods between the three territor.es.

In 1965, Guyana exported to Barbados about $2% million
and to Antigua $693,000. Guyana's total export was $167
million in that year, Total exports to Berbadds were thus about
L5 per cent and to Antigua much less.

~ Impaorts from Barbados to Guyana.in the same year were
$367,000 and from Antigua, $39,000 a8 against total imports
,!ntoGwlnaotslwmﬂihn.ImmintoGwm&amBar-
bados thug amounted to a fraction/of 1 per cent of total imports.

. If there is no Teal economic basis for a free trade area and
thueismmagﬂaﬁm!mﬂ.whattbmhtheiustﬂmmn

; lor such an agreement?

i 'I!:erusonisclenﬂ;ypolitiml'l'h&hnpermm“ntto
maintain their domination and stranglehold of the economy of
the area. And the poﬁﬂdannwnnttomnintalnthelrmp on

the masses.

" . Tmperialism is‘today in crisis. Its biggest headache is a
ghrinking share of the world market. Much of the trade of the
Western capitalist countries to the third world underdeveloped
mnh-iuhasbem]mt!nrtwommns— )
'/ FIRSTLY, competition from the socialist bloc; and
mu,hmmummmpv-
M:ﬂm
ht:.m for markets therefore takes on several
s .mdmmmwmmﬂm
' of the myth that communism is a “disease” and a “con-
spiracy™ s, :

“..@ Struggie between foreign and local eapitalists. Note
PeGanlle’'s conflict with the USA. The French eaplialicte
" twhese spokesman is DeGaulle) are opposed te US economie
peneiration and domination of France as is the case In
Germany and Japan. :
.Mdnﬂhﬂlﬁhhmﬂvﬂ. France
and Canada, though paris of the Western Alliance are
mummmmmc&mmmm.

Earepe. .
¢ 'rbawoumd:uninlhubmewenmeurgentfor
the poor countries. Here lttemptsmmlde tobuy from cheapest
mlndtolndustrla]m v

In order to recapture tkese markeﬁ, the foreign capitalists,
_‘with-the help of ‘some local-capitalists, ‘have bsen forced to
_astablish ‘branch' factories  and assembly plants, They would
uchhutwm!tm“ﬂmrﬂmnmuﬂhthadiﬂmt
* ferritories. This accounts'for the drive for free trade areas and
mmnmmmcﬂmm:m
the Caribbean,

5 Whammmﬂawmuadem the
Boreign capitalists taking ' info comsideration such factors as
political climate, ‘wage ntu. tax laws and Incentives, trade
wnion develnpment, antl-h‘bou.r laws, ete, will have the power
of decision as to location of ‘factorles, They will select the
pheeswhlehemhelpﬂ:mum the maximum amount of

profits,

2 And having utablidnﬁ thmelvel under the mast jdeal
sonditions in one placs, they will be able with their financial
and organizational strength ultimately to strangle their small-
scale competitors. A stage would be reached where bankruptey,
Mquidation and take-overs would be the fate of local patriotic
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§ ‘A will also bengfit some of the local capitalists.
. B’Me that the West Indies Chambers of Commerce s plugging
‘ for it. Some local capitalists have connections with foreign
s 'up:talOﬂzuszdulealsotnupenuImduthemostidea!
**mﬂﬂm
k- i Ihanrm:kedhdouthtbnoku:l&mdmtuﬂngnmg
pany  has based a great deal of s manufacturing in
ﬁ!!'rinidadand}m s@mmwmsm



want {o %%;haﬂos and Antigua where wage rates and in-
wm‘i‘tﬁge: are Jower and tax incenfives are greater- K

A.nd. what about local politicians? It is clear that the
coalition government wants_ this“figrsement not for economic
but for political reasons™ The coalition government looks to
Wegt Indian migrant: as potential voters, The leadership in the
Carijbbean.on the other kand, look on their huge surplus popu-
lation as explosive problems. Since thelr migrante are not al-
lowed entry in the USA, Canada and the UK, Guyana is seen
as an “escape hatch”, regardless of conditions of unemployment, J
land hunger, etc., prevailing here,

Indeed this whole arrangement is in keeping with the
strategy outlined by Sir Arthur Lewis some years ago. He
suggested that the way to solve the problem of poverty and
surplus population in the Caribbean Islands was, (firstly, to

mechanize and intensify agriculture in the islands; secondly
accommodate the rurplus pop.lation in labour-intensive indus-
tries; thirdly, export the surpius population to British Hondura«
and Guyana. Guyana and British “Tonduras are destined to be.
come the agricultural appendages of an imperialist-controlled
Caribbean Industrial Centre.

STRAIGHT TALK.
by
CHEDDI  JAGAN

Things do not always, however, turn out as they are
planned. We have already witnessed the unfortunate ex-
perience of Vincentians wko came to Guyana when our Prime
Minister boldly declared in Barbados that Guyana's doors were
wide open. Even the TUC, faced with a huge and growing un-
employment problem, expressed its opposition.

Besides, there is intense Jand hunger in Guyana, [ This point
generally forgotten when one looks at things only in terms
size and territory. And:even if West Indians were to be put
the the gquestion which arises is — what erops will
t:gmducelndwhmmtthrkeubMthamps

gRK

 West Indies, with greater industrial development,
a larger proletariat will develop. The class struggle will there-
fore intensify, Antistrike legislation as in Trinidad will be no
answer to stop this struggle of the workers for genuine inde-

Imperialism will not be able to solve the growing contra-
dictions facing these territories, Capitalism ahd imperialism
are today in crisis.

To resolve this crisis, it resoris to intervention and war.

theuuelwuin?ietmmla:pningrepnmmiommninthe
USA. Sargent Shriver, head ' of the Jomestic War Against
Poverty campaign, recently declared — “We were just about
‘:lﬂﬂlebotﬂnhthlilbj’lmﬂimweﬂndﬂmtﬂwm

labour eosts rising, with profit margins shrinking, with
construction costs high and running well above investors'
estimates, the stimulus of the investment tax credit
suspended, with the stock market weak, with uncertainty

mood gradually becoming less exuberant, powerful addi-
tional forces are mow operating to take the steam out of
* the economy”.

/1 repeat, unity is essential. But this first step, conceived as
it is, in political opportunism, will bear no fruit. The
only favourable outcome will be a struggle for
something entirely ‘“different — Caribbean unity
not only of Guyana, Antigua and Barbados or former British
territories but all present  and former British, French, Dutch
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